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FRANKLY SPEAKING! 


Happy New Year! This month we will have 
Fred N6YEU present his experiences operating 
field day style every year for the Cal QSO 
Party. He may also be bringing down the clubs 
new 20M beam. 


We had a good time at Young Eagles this last 
Sunday (1-11) and made a few contacts. The 
club hamfest is 4 months away, not too early to 
start thinking of preparations. 


Coming up on the bands is EP6T from Kish 
Island Iran, K1N from Navassa, and TI9 Cocos 
Island in the end of Jan and beginning of Feb. 
All three of these are in the top 20 most wanted 
and should bring out a lot of activity. 
Preparations are being made for VKO Heard 
Island by Bob Schmeider KK6EK and crew 
over in the east bay pulling out materials and 
supplies from the Clipperton Pilot Operation 
put on a couple years ago. They’re anticipating 
going on the air in late 2015 and possibly 
making a side trip to Kerguelen Island as well. 
This is going to be a big year for DX! 

Keep your aerials resonant and amps tuned. 


—73, Frank W6GN 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, January 21, 2015, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma EOC 
Speaker: Fred N6YEU 
Topic: Cal QSO Party 
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VOMARC OFFICERS 2015 


Left to right: Scott KJ6QIQ Vice President, 
Frank W6GN President, Dave KD6FIL 
Secretary, Eileen KG6QNT Treasurer. 


VE SESSION 


VOMARC will be holding a testing session on 
January 31, 2015. Location is the EOC room 
at the Sonoma PD. 

Start time is 10:00am. Walk in’s welcome. 


For more information, call Jim, KBUUW, 707- 
935-7441 or email, jill@vom.com. 
VOMARC Net Control Script Revised 
The net script for control operators of the 
Wednesday night net has been revised for 


2015. Changes include updates to club 
officers and removal of McDougall Hall as a 


monthly meeting place, as it is no longer 
available for our use. 


The revised script can be downloaded from the 
club website, vomarc.org. 


—Stan NJ6E 


DP we Get Email 


Dear Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club. 


| wanted you to know that my dad, Ed Caine, 
passed away December 1* and a memorial 
service for him will be held this Saturday at the 
Sonoma United Methodist Church, 109 Patten 
Street, Sonoma, CA, at 11 am. 


Thanks. Larry Caine 


(Editor's note: Jim KEBUUW and Dave KD6FIL 
represented Vomarc at the memorial.) 


FOR SALE 


| have available a YAESU FT 1000MP Mark 5 
and a GAP Titan DX 8 Band vertical antenna. 


The YAESU has updated filters and is in very 
good condition. 


| bought new plastic 1” diameter spacers to 
replace the sun-damaged spacers. Other 
wise, it works very well. 


Call me at 707-939-2912 (H) or 
cell 707-529-8551. 


| have manuals and other equipment to go with 
them. 


—Jan Bush AE6FQ 
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VOMARC Stalwarts at Young Eagles 


How do we promote better 
operating practices? 
—by Dan KB6NU 


A lament that | often hear is that many amateur 
radio operators either don't seem to 
understand the importance of good operating 
practices or just don't care about them. Just 
this morning, a reader sent me an e-mail 
saying, "I think there are too many hams out 
there that don't how to call a station on split 
frequency. It's amazing that we have so many 
dummies out there." 


| wrote back, saying, "Maybe we need another 
type of Official Observer, called the Operating 
Observer. This group would note when 
operators aren't following good operating 
procedures and send people gentle 
reminders." Of course, as soon as | hit Send, | 
knew this wasn't a very good idea. As my 
reader noted, this would be a thankless job, 
and chances are the poor operators would 
simply ignore the notices, anyway. 


Even so, there must be some way to 
encourage good operating procedures. One 
effort to promote better operating procedures is 
the DX Code of Conduct (http://www.dx- 
code.orq/). This is a list of 13 suggestions to 
make DX operation, particularly pileups, less 
chaotic. The website includes a small image 
that you're supposed to post to your website to 
show that you support the Code. While this is 
certainly a step in the right direction, | wish 
there was something that we could do to be 
more proactive in improving operating 
practices. 


There is, of course, the ARRL Operating 
Manual. This publication is now is in its tenth 
edition and is a valuable source of information 
about how to operate properly. The problem is 
only a fraction of the amateur radio operators 
on the air have a copy, much less read it. 


Another attempt at promoting good operating 
practice is the ARRL's A-1 Operator's Club 
(http:/www.arrl.org/a-1-op). While a noble 
effort, | think that this program really requires 
more promotion. In addition to being more 
aggressive about finding A-1 operators and 


bringing them into this "club," the ARRL should 
use it to promote better operation. Perhaps a 

series of videos with the A-1 Ops logo showing 
how to operate split or how to properly call CQ 
would help improve operating practices overall. 


Talking about videos, I'd be surprised if there 
weren't already some YouTube videos that 
illustrate good operating practices. If you know 
of any, please e-mail me. It would be great to 
have a list of really good ones that | can send 
to people who want information on how to 
operate better. 


What do you think? Do we need to be more 
proactive about encouraging hams to use good 
operating practices? If so, how do we go about 
it? What do you do to encourage better 
operating practices? 


When not worrying about the state of amateur 


radio operating practices, you'll find KB6NU 
working on updates to his "No Nonsense" 
study guides, teaching one-day Tech classes, 
or blogging about amateur radio at 
www.kb6nu.com. 


Revised ARRL HF Contesting 
Guidelines Now Available 


The ARRL HF Contesting Guidelines have 
been revised, and the latest edition now is 
available. The latest guidelines, updated by an 
ARRL Contest Advisory Committee (CAC) 
team, address changes in technology that have 
affected contesting in 
recent years -- 
includingremote station 
operation -- and present a 
current understanding of 
contesting standards and 
practices. Some sections 
also have been rewritten and reorganized to 
improve readability. George Wagner, K5KG, a 
member of the CAC team that undertook the 
update, said the goals of the revised ARRL HF 
Contesting Guidelines are to provide guidance 
and advice -- especially for new contesters -- 
and to encourage contest operation that 
advances the spirit and integrity of radiosport. 


(from ARRL newsletter) 
—Submitted by Jim KBUUW 


REMEMBER ZENITH RADIO 


Where did the famous Zenith brand get its start 
"putting the quality in before the name goes 
on"? In this little house near the Edgewater 
Beach Hotel in Chicago that also housed 
station 9ZN. The antenna looks pretty strange 
but it is just a very wide, inverted triangle 
conductor for a vertical radiator. 


(Thanks, Paul, W9AC)(from ARRL Contest 
newsletter) 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


EP6T Iran DXpedition Team 
Heads Out on January 15 


Members of the Rockall DX Group in Belgium 
will fly to Teheran, Iran, on January 15, on their 
way to their Kish Island (IOTA AS-166) 
DXpedition site. The group plans to operate 
starting this weekend for about 10 days as 
EP6T. Iran is #33 on ClubLog’s DXCC Most 
Wanted List. The DXpedition will operate on 
all bands, 160 through 10 meters, with an 
emphasis on the low bands. EP6T plans to 
remain active until January 26. Organizers say 
the theme of the expedition will be “friendship 
and cultural tolerance.” 


“Amateur Radio Parity Act” 
Campaign Will Resume in New 
Congress 


Largely as the result of a grassroots campaign, 
"The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2014" (H.R. 
4969) attracted the support of 69 members of 
the US House of Representatives in addition to 
that of its sponsor, Rep Adam Kinzinger (R-IL). 
While the just-adjourned 113th Congress 
didnot enact the bill, the effort to gain passage 
of the legislation will begin anew when the 
114th Congress convenes in January. 
Introduced with bipartisan support last June, 
H.R. 4969 called on the FCC to apply the 
"reasonable accommodation" three-part test of 
the PRB-1 federal pre-emption policy to private 
land-use restrictions regarding antennas. The 
limited PRB-1 pre-emption currently applies 
only to state and municipal land-use 


ordinances. The FCC has indicated its 

reluctance to provide the same legal 

protections from private land-use agreements - 

- often called covenants, conditions, and 
restrictions 
(CC&Rs) -- 
without direction 
from Congress. 
ARRL 
Regulatory 

~ Information 
Manager Dan 
Henderson, 
N1ND, stressed 
this week that 
the fight is not 
over. 


Get/Behind 


HR 4969 


(from ARRL newsletter) 
—Submitted by Jim KEBUUW 
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Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Frank Wiebusch KG6N — President 

Scott Wellington KJEQIQ —Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6GKM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 


Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator, Training Officer, 
President Emeritus 


Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the City of Sonoma 
Police Department EOC 175 1st St West. Meetings start 
at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


S/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


2015 ACS 2015 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 
JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KI6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY MIKE WB6TMH MAY MIKE WB6TMH 
JUNE JUNE 
JULY KF6QZP JULY KJ6EIG 
AUGUST AUGUST N6KM 
SEPTEMBER W5LTP SEPTEMBER KG6N 
OCTOBER KF6FZM OCTOBER KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER W1EJ NOVEMBER W1EJ 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE JANUARY 21, 7:30PM AT THE CITY OF SONOMA EOC, 175 
18™ ST WEST, SONOMA 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2015 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1%' St West, CA 95476, or brought to the 
next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


